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RECOGNIZING NIKI KENNEDY’S
FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR ACHIEVE-
MENT

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Niki Kennedy on re-
ceiving a renowned Fulbright English Teaching
Assistant Award for the 2014-2015 academic

ear.

y Niki, a Marionville, Missouri, native, was
awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student Program
grant to serve as an English Teaching Assist-
ant in Germany. The award has allowed Niki
to continue learning the German language and
culture after graduating from Missouri State
University, while at the same time serving the
people of Germany.

A Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship
allows individuals to teach English and serve
as a cultural ambassador for the U.S. by being
placed in a classroom abroad. Niki's work
through her scholarship has helped strengthen
American ties with the German people and im-
prove American relations with the country.

| am extremely proud that talented, hard-
working, and dedicated individuals such as
Niki represent the Seventh District of Missouri.
| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Niki Kennedy for her service and for re-
ceiving this esteemed award.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ST. JOHN MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize St. John Missionary Baptist Church
and its parishioners as they celebrate the
church’s 70th anniversary. As its congregation
gathers to celebrate this wonderful occasion, |
ask all of my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing and honoring St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Church for their contributions to the Sac-
ramento community.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church was
formed on August 24, 1945, under the leader-
ship of Reverend Benjamin F. Davis. Their
first location was known as “the little storefront
church” and was located downtown on Capitol
Avenue between Third and Fifth Streets. The
church has been at their current location at
2130 4th Street for the last 53 years and it
has thrived under the pastoral leadership of
the Rev. J. D. Giriffin, Dr. William E. Hights,
and their current pastor, Rev. Darryl B. Heath.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church is com-
mitted to building stronger and synergistic re-
lationships with its neighboring families and
businesses. Their motto is “Small Enough to
Care, Large Enough to Serve!” They do this
by providing much needed social services to
the underserved. An example of their exem-
plary work includes the Repairing the Breach
Neighborhood Project which was established
in 2008 and the Resource Referral Center
opened in 2010, which is staffed by volunteers
to assist in home ownership and financial
counseling.
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Mr. Speaker, as the congregation gathers
for their 70th anniversary celebration, | am
pleased to honor and recognize St. John Mis-
sionary Baptist Church for its important role in
enhancing Sacramento’s community. | ask my
colleagues to join me in wishing them contin-
ued success and thanking them for their serv-
ice to the Sacramento region.

————

TRIBUTE TO ADMIRAL JOHN
GROSSENBACHER

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2015

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John Grossenbacher for an excep-
tional career dedicated to public service. After
a distinguished 33-year career in the United
States Navy, John became Laboratory Direc-
tor of the ldaho National Laboratory in 2005.
Since becoming Lab Director, John has dedi-
cated himself to making INL a world-class nu-
clear energy research and development insti-
tution. John’s tenure as Lab Director will soon
come to an end, and while his legacy of lead-
ership will endure for some time, | want to
take this moment to say thank you and best
wishes for the future.

When John Grossenbacher assumed com-
mand of the ldaho National Laboratory, he
navigated the separation of cleanup work from
research activities and the merger of two dis-
tinctly different research institutions. Since that
time, John has brought a focus and purpose
to INL’s nuclear energy programs and he has
worked with various leaders at the Department
of Energy to strengthen our nation’s nuclear
energy programs and the important facilities in
Idaho. Part of John’s charge was to bring in
the best and brightest to lead INL and the tal-
ent that he has brought to Idaho from other
labs, industry and universities has strength-
ened our institution and its impact. John also
spearheaded an effort to revitalize INL’s facili-
ties. Today what once was a field in Idaho
Falls is now a gleaming boulevard with mod-
ern and efficient laboratories and offices.
Idaho National Laboratory is now a strong, vi-
brant and respected institution and John
Grossenbacher, the Battelle Energy Alliance,
the Department of Energy, and the State of
Idaho deserve credit for this enormously suc-
cessful partnership.

While John pushed hard for the moderniza-
tion of INL’s nuclear capabilities, he also rec-
ognized that INL’s unique physical and intel-
lectual infrastructure provided opportunities to
greatly expand the lab’s work in national and
homeland security programs, clean energy ini-
tiatives and regional partnerships. Today these
INL programs are having a significant impact
in their own unique areas and more and more
people are looking to work with INL to solve
their pressing challenges and get results.

As Laboratory Director, John
Grossenbacher has steered the lab through
numerous challenges and hurdles. In each of
these instances, John assesses the situation,
he tells you what he thinks, and he does what
he thinks is necessary to solve the problem.
John’s candor, his unmatched integrity and his
dedication to his job have ruffled feathers at
times but have also brought him scores of
supporters and advocates—and respect.
Count me among his supporters.
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John Grossenbacher has given INL a legacy
of leadership and world class capabilities.
John still has lots of energy and a desire to
serve his country; and | am confident we will
see him soon in some other significant capac-
ity after his tenure at INL comes to an end.

Speaking for many, many others let me say,
Admiral, thank you for a job well done.

——————

CONGRATULATING VALDESE
WEAVERS ON 100 YEARS

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2015

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this year Valdese
Weavers, a creative design studio and state-
of-the-art manufacturer located in North Caro-
lina, celebrates its 100th anniversary.

The company is the largest decorative jac-
quard textile mill in North America and a lead-
er in the design and manufacturing of jacquard
fabrics for residential and commercial markets.

Valdese Weavers began in 1915 as the
Waldensian Swiss Embroidery Company, a
lace and embroidery manufacturer developed
by Italian immigrants. Twenty years later, Har-
ley Shuford purchased the company and
changed its name to Valdese Weavers Inc.,
introducing jacquard woven fabrics to the com-
pany’s product line.

Today its six branded companies—Valdese
Weavers, Valdese Weavers Contract, Circa
1801, Home Fabrics, Valdese International
Products (VIP) and Dicey Fabrics—develop
fabrics from value to high-end price points and
cover the residential, contract, hospitality,
health care and specialty markets.

Congratulations to everyone at Valdese
Weavers as you celebrate this significant mile-
stone.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF CHERYL CUNNINGHAM

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the retirement of Cheryl Cunningham
from my staff.

Cheryl was born on August 5th, 1945 in
Akron, Ohio to parents Dorothy Newhouse
Smith and Charles Coker Smith. She had an
older brother named Charles Huntley Smith.

Her family moved to Union Springs, Ala-
bama when Cheryl was two years old and she
grew up in this small town and farming com-
munity and graduated from Union Springs
High School. Cheryl attended Troy State Col-
lege and Huntingdon College following grad-
uation from high school.

Cheryl started her career working for the
State of Alabama in the tax division. She mar-
ried James C. Cunningham Jr., and had three
children, James (Todd) Carter Cunningham llI
(deceased), Leigh-Ellen and Heather Farrish
Cunningham. She is the proud grandmother of
six grandchildren including: James C. Ellison
(Casey), Charles Tyler Ellison, Earl W. Reed
(Trey), Anne Carter Reed, Michael M. Hodges
Jr. and Hunter James Hodges.
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